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I am forwarding herewith two copies of a letter dated 
February 14, 1948, from Congressman ERRETT P, SCRIVNER of the 2nd Kansas District, 
whom I have known for many years. It will be observed that he referred to 
letters he has received from JOHNSON, who is now at Spring Hill, Kansas, 


the last activity concerning whom was in 1941. 

we have a.record, was at that time residing at Bucyrus, Kansas, which is not 

4 far distant from Spring Hill, Kansas. It is believed that the 0. W. JOHNSON 
“who hasbeen writing to Congressman SCRIVNER is identical with the OTIS W. 

~ JOHNSON concerning whom we have a record in this offices ee \ 


Our inquiries concerning 0. W. JOHNSON disclose that in 
/one time was employed at the | 


ae ui 


NN a 
“ “ A941 he was appraximately 56 years of age, at 
/Kansas City, Missouri, but his 


/ Kansas City Terminal Railroad, Union Station, 
The reason for his dismissal was 


/< employment was discontinued in 1920. : 
J/given because he was holding two jobs, one outside of his railroad employment. 
OTIS W. JOHNSON, of whom we have a record,/ in 1941 was engaged in delivering 

milk to homes in Kansas City, Kansas, and/Kansas City, Missouri. He was 
referred to as reading a great deal about the Russian form of Government, 
concerning which he appeared to be well versed, and was considered a fanatic 
concerning things economic, and was referred to by some of the informants who 


were interviewed at that time as being a "nut." 


During our investigative activities here, it has not been 
disclosed that 0, W. JOHNSON is a Communist Party member, 


The Washington Field Office is requested to contact 


Congressman .SCRIVNER and obtain, if possible, copies of the commnications 

which Mr. SCRIVNER has received, fxoii: JOHNSON and forward them to this office, 
: a wyed .. ‘ 
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ae and who appears to be a rather rabid adherent of Communism. 
LS. I have acknowledged Mr. SCRIVNER's letter and have told 
.: ® him that the matter will receive early attention. - TES AR AE eT) 
, Pa . Wey eto ° . ; , OD Rh beh dtr OER SD 
WON Wehave a file in the office concerning one OTIS 8 ATOHNSON, 
OTIS W. JOHNSON,* of\ whom 
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copy . 
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 
House of Representatives 
Washington, De C. | . 

February 14, 1948 


Mr. Dwight Brantley, 
Federal Bureau of. Investigation, 
Department of Justices . 
Kansas City, Missourie 
Dear Dwight: 
I may be unduly alarmed, but in ths past few weeks 
I have been Recess ne letters from one 0. W. Johnson who writes 
ee Spring’ Hill, Karsas, who ASatent iy is a rather rabid | 
adherent of Communt a. ‘The writing appears’ to be that of a 
r I 
woman, but there is no fom nine designation with the signa- 2 
“tures \ | 


The tone of the letters and. the familiarity 9 with 3 3: 18S 
- Gomunist philosophy and Aibarature, and the advocacy of bias : 


\ a be active’ in the spread of that teachings pt oF ge 


jf 
fh 


Communi st viewpoint indicates that this is someone tio might 
This is merely to call the name to your attention 
for such inquiry as you may feel to be warranted; but 1 would 
appreciate knowing what you aie if you do go into. the. eases 
Sincerely yours, , 
/s/ Brrett P, Scrivner 14 mA: 
‘ 
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Errett P. Scrivner 
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O. W. JOHNSON : 
| SPHING HILL, KANSAS © Ya 
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SUBJECT: 


Reference is made to Kansas City Office letter dated February 18, 
1948 in captioned case. 


_ ° Congressman ERRETT. P. SCRIVNER of Kansas was contacted on February _ 
28, 1948, relative to the letters which he had received from JOHNSON. | 


4 Congressman SCRIVNER said he had learned of no further activities. on 
the vart of JOHNSON and added that if any pertinent information came to his 


attention he would immediately make it available to this office. 


The Congressman felt that the original letters which had been sent - i 
by JOHNSON might serve in a better manner the purpose of the Kansas City Office 
and accordingly made available the letters which he had received. He likewise xp 
made available the report of the House Committee on Un-American Activities y 
which reflects background information on the authors of the reading material fave 
that was suggested by JOHNSON for the Congressman to read. A photostatic copy c 

of this report from the House Committee on Un-American Activities is being | 
enclosed. Congressman SCRIVNER requested that the letters sent him by JOHNSON | 
be returned to him when there was no further need for them in the Kansas City ; 
Office. = : 


Congressman SCRIVNER expressed appreciation for the attention shown 
by the FBI in this case and he remarked that if he could be of any assistance 
-- there’ should be no hesitancy in calling upon hin. - 


iT | 
.  RWM/RN © . ; _ - 
: L00—19224 
ec; Kansas City 
ENCLOSURES ~- To Kansas City - Three letters (to be returned to Congressman 
SCRIVNER). 
. One photostatic copy of report from House 
Committee on Un-American Activities. 4 
| ; : x 
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| FEDERAL. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION | 
Form No.1 © : \ : i 
| Triscascoricinarepat KANSAS CITY KO cee 1007 
REPOGT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY : : 
. . WHICH MADE ee ‘ 
4 . xansig City, 7 3-31-48 eee 48 ROBERT F. FETZNER mf | | 
i we OT, : oe = roa 
is . a 4 é : CHARACTER OF CASE . i 
ie * OTIS W. JOHNSON, alias 0. We Johnson INTERNAL SECURITY - Cv | 
uk : as , Suet : : Ae | 
+ eeacetigormerece OTIS W. JOHNSON, age 63, operates 160 acre farm at aE al 
4 Bucyrus, Kansas. Employed’ by KC Terminal RR from . Aion 
va  B=3-08 until 9-28-20, and records of that railroad reflect he was 
Pe born 9-23-84 at Holliday, Kans. Residents of Bucyrus and ,Spring e | 
bay Hill, Kans. state JOHNSON has been an admirer and a fanatic on Russia; _ 
die nas stated Use Se needs a government like Russia, but ‘has not advo- wy, { 
. cated the overthrow of this government by force. Prior to World War. “Ae : 
IL JOHNSON informed a neighbor that he was 2 member of the Technocrats 1s, | 
Organization. “It is rumored in the locality of Bucyrus; Kans. that a be 
during the war on one July 4th subject flew a red, flag at his residence.| 
2 Subject subscribes to "The Daily Worker" and publication "In Fact". 
ee Subject is stated to have written numerous letters \to radio commentators 
\ ES and newspapers setting forth his views on various current topics. 
VS ' JOHNSON is not known to be member of Communist Party but reads Communis- 
a ae tic literature. Subject in Jan. and Feb, 1948 wrote three letters to 
4 Congressman ERRETT P+ SCRIVNER of Kansas expressing his views on current 
\ topics, particularly the German-Soviet non-agression pact of 8-23-39 
ae JOHNSON stated in these letters <that the publication, "theSoviets Ex- 
a re pected It" by ANN * LOUISEXSTRONG, ‘and thé "Great Conspiracy. Against 
‘ oe. Russia by MICHARLASAYERS. and. ALBERTAKAN, . ished a great deal of light 


an on that pact. He also mentions in these, letters GRORGEXSELDERS:! publi- 
cation entitled In Fact! andtLords of the EFress". Subjectstates in one- 
‘letter that a statement as tc the Soviet Union being one of \the most 
i - ruthless potential enemies of the world is nonsense of the lowest ordere 
- He also states that the Communists have the same rights as given to 
other political parties and says the Communists , he has known were out- 
standing for intelligence and culture. — 
COPIES DESTROYED . a 1 
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DETAILS s This investigation is based on a letter received 

from Congressman ERRETT P. SCRIVNER from Washington, 
D. C., dated 2-14-48, relating that he has been receiving letters 
from one 0. W. JOHNSON, and these letters indicate that JOHNSON is a 
rabid adherent of Communism. 


By letter dated 2-18-48 the Washington Field Office was requested to 
contact Congressman SCRIVNER at Washington, BD. C. and obtain the letters 
referred to in his letter of 2-14-48. By letter dated 3-1-45 the Wash- 
ington Field Office forwarded three letters written by subject to Con- 
gressman SCRIVNER of the Second Kansas District. These letters were 
photostated, and the photostatic copies are being retained in the files 
of this office. The originals are being returned to him as per his re= 
quest. The following ‘are the three letters received by the Congressman: 


“Spring Hill, Kansas 
Jan. 22nd, 1948 


"Nr. Errett P. Scrivner: 
"Dear Congressman: 


"IT thank you for your 'List of Farmer's Bulletins'. Our family 
wish you to stand firm against the C.M.T. bill. This so called 
exposure of secret Nazi files is a hoax of a raw nature - cooked 

up by a scared administration not afraid of a foreign foe but 
afraid of the American people. Everything they pretend secret 

is to the Soviet German non aggression pact Aug. 23rd, 1929 has been 
known for a long time by anyone who reads the daily press. 


4 
wt "Two books shed much light upon that pact. 'The Soviets Expected It', 
by Anne Louise Strong of Kansas City who spent many years in Russia o V 
The Great Conspiracy Against Russia', Sayers and Kahn - Senator 
Pepper says of the last 'must rendyng for all statesmen'. 


ra 


you know the story of 0. Jotin\Rooge » why he was fired by Tom Clark 
and Truman. He wanted to make all those documents public, which 
would involve fifty or more very prominent people with shady dealings 
with Hitlere I suggest if it is possible you visit 0. John Rooge 

or contact Geot¥Seldes 'In Fact! N.Y. get the truth first hand then 
demand that all these documents including the recent 'Weidemier Report 
on Chinat be given fully and completely to the American people. 


oo 
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"Tt is apparent that financial groups are doing all that is within 
their power to fan the flames of hate and war. 


\ 


Yours for peace and security, 


/s/ 0. W. Johnson, Farmer " 


care 
"Spring Hill, heise 
"Hon. Errett F. Scrivner: 
"Near Sirs 
"Thank you for your candid letter of Jan. 26th 1948. 


"We here are glad to know where you stand on the peace time con- 
scription plan as proposed by leading groups of war mongers, 

Your statement as to the Soviet Union being one of the most 
ruthless potential enemies the world has ever seen is nonsense 

of the lowest order, rather say the enemies of world peace and 
disarmament today are in powerful groups that are represented 
largely within the N.A.M. and working hand in glove with them the 
professional politicoes of both parties many of whom should not 
be trusted outside of mad houses. 


"We people fought, worked and won the late war, taking inspiration 
in the thought we would achieve peace and disarmament which would 
mean a fuller and better life for ali Americans who toil. We do 
not intend to have our hopes and aspirations smothered by forces 
of darkness that are clearly discernable to all who think and sees 


"One Sunday a short time ago the anti Saloon League broadcasting 
from Texas station made the statement that four gallons of booze was 
consummed within the District of Columbia to one galion anywhere 
else within the United States. 


"Could it be this Dutch courage is causing many of our law makers 
to become optimistic and arrogant as to the outcome of the peoples 
mandate as of Nov., 1948? Your communication of Jan. 26-1948 © 
will be given to the Secretary of the C.1I.Q. and A.F.L. of Kansas 
City, Kansase 


Lo 
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i : \ 
"In my last letter you ignored two important points, namely, the 
Nazi documents and Report on China, both all or partly suppressed. 


"IT am mailing you some material which proves our Congress has 

' plenty to do at home, and stop their medling in affairs of other 
nations. Such as protecting the financial affairs of the once 
great John Bull, even to the extent of impoverishing the American 

‘people. The people of this district know little about you, they 

know as reported by the papers you took a trip,to the far east at 
the peoples expense, they would feel better I know if you were in 
there fighting against the criminal misuse of 450,000 of public 
money by Royall, as reported by Drew Pearson. 


Yours Respectfully, 


/s/ 0. W. Johnson " 


. "Spring Hill, Kansas 
-Feb. lOth 


"Hon. Errett Scrivner: 

“Dear Sir: 

"Your letter of Feb. Ath was a disapointment for several reasons. 
The most important was you side stepped the chief contention; 
which was - The so called exposure of the Soviet German non 
agresssion pact of 1939 as taken from captured Nazi records in 
Berlin coupled with my demand that the State Dept. release all of 
such captured documents as O. John Rooge insisted, coupled with 
the demand they also publish in full the Weidemier report on China. 7 


"The authors I cited produce an overwhelming abundance of evidence 

and reasoning that will do much toward convincing the American 

people that the real threat to world peace is within the ranks of 
American and British imperialism and supporting groups that are 
insane enough to beleive that America could ever benefit by such 
an adventures . 


-4- , | | ! 


eee | 7 eee oss 2 


MW 52981 Docld:34364362 Page 6 


Misses 


Mee alee 


KC 100-1717 


‘The point is the authors I cited speak the truth, then does it 

at all matter what their political background is as long as their 
work is outstanding? To illustrate; would you condem 'The decline 
and fall of the Roman Empire! because Gibbon had little faith in 
Christianity. Let us remember what opposition such men as Darwin, 
Corpernicus and Galieo encounterede How church and state combined 
to smear and deride, but the truth they taught still stands. Even 
something later has happened within the U. S. A. that many of us 
have not forgotten — the stcry of the Wright Bros.’and Billy 
Mitchell. You will remember the chief jokesters of their time was 
within military and congressional circles even a president of the 
United States hated Mitchell because he was trying to oeaere a 
scientific fact to medievai minds. ; 


"As late as 1941 nearly all of the military and political groups 
both of England and the U. S. contended the hed army would succumb 
quickly to the German invaders. Many of us knew better, why? be- 
cause we had been reading more honest and reliable authors. We 
knew the beginning of World War II was not Sept. 1939, but when 
Japan invaded China and we were always observing from the stand 
point of truth rather from that of lies and wishful thinking. 


"Soviet leaders now are pointing to a fact that politicians and 
capitalist of this and other countries would like to forget - namely, 
the U. S., England and France are diréctly responsible for World 


War II. 


1st. They built the military might of the Axis powers by furnishing 
them with everything they needed for rearming and by trade agreements 
we know by the name of cartels many books by reliable authors prove 
this 'Germanys Master Plan' by Borkin and Welsh. 2nd Failing to form 
an alliance with the U.S.S.R. in the early 30's to stop rearmament. 
Thisaiding of Hitler was based upon the desire of powerful groups to 
see Germany destroy the U.S.S.R. , 


"To deny this Congressman Scrivner, would equal to denying that the 
Pacific ocean doesn't wash our Western Coast or tall redwood trees 
do not grow in California. 


"The last paragraph of your letter I think shows clearly why the 
U. S. and the U.S.S.R. are not farther advanced along the path of 
peace and understanding. 


-~ 5- 
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ths to Geo. Seldes I want to ask you if you have ever read his 
‘Lords of the Press! can you deny the great service he has done 

and will do for the people of this nation? Do you fora minute 
beleive that the vast majority of the press and radio speaks for 

the best interest of the American people? Since you have derided 
Communist - I wish to remind you there are many people within 

your district who are not anti communist and who are seeking facts 
and they will not be deceived by the crude lies,of the N.A-M. 

and others. I lived many years under the shadows of 'Tom's Town', 
similar conditions existed in every large city in the United States. 


"The annals of the Republican and Democratic parties are replete 
with corruption, misrule and betrayal. 


“Now the story of commmist parties throughout the world is different 
from Russia to China, therefore I cannot understand your extreme 
readiness to discount the truth as advanced by communist. Under our 
constitution and laws they have the same rights as given to any other 
political party. And I will say in closing that all of the communist 
men or’ women I have known were outstanding for intelligence and 


culture. 
t 


Yours’ for disarmament and peace, 
/s/ 0. ¥. Johnson " 


The Washington Field Office also forwarded information received from 
Congressman SCRIVNER, who in turn’had received the information from the 
files, records and publications of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
that concerned ANNA LOUISE STRONG, GEORGE SELDES, MICHAEL SAYERS and 
ALBERT KAHN. These were photostatic copies, “and the information con- 
tained therein is being retained in this office and is not set forth 

in this report inasmuch as-the material pertains to the above mentioned 
individuals, and subject's name does not appear therein. 


Captain L. L. RICHARDSON of the Kansas State Highway Patrol, lola, Kansas, 
‘advised on 10-12-41 that Mr. WILLIAM GRIFFETH, Superintendent of Schools 

at Bucyrus, Kansas, advised him that he, GRIFFETH, called on the 0. W. 
JOHNSON home regarding their son who at that time lost some money in 
school, and about all the subject could talk about was Russia's superiority, 
and gave him some Communistic literature believed to have been printed in 
New York. GRIFFETH also told him that JOHNSON was all wrapped up in the . 


\ -6- 
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Russian Government and Communistic ideas, and is truly sincere in his 
"Red" belief. JOHNSON appeared to be well versed in that. type of liter- 
ature, according to GRIFFETH. GRIFFETH also informed Captain RICHARDSON . 
that several adr prior to 194h.a few "Red" paniphlets were handed out, 
possibly by ROBEREXTOHNSON, son of subject, to the JOHN WILLIAMS" 
children at Bucyrus to take to school. At that time GRIFFETH was con- 
ducting a class on the subject of "The Constitution". 


Captain RICHARDSON also interviewed Mr. JOHN ‘LASKIR, 1900 #. 29th 
Street, Topeka, Kansas, and Mr. LASKIE advised that he formerly oper= 
ated a filling station at Bucyrus, Kansas, and that JOHNSON was a customer 
of his, Oftentimes LASKIE said subject wanted to bring some Communistic 
literature for him to read, and that Mrs. JOHNSON had told him (LASKIE) 
that subject reads Communistic literature all of the time and preaches 
it to his oldest son, but that the son does not,think much of ite Mr. 
LASKIE pointed out that subject did not have any associates other than 
an,occasional caller from Kansas City, but it was understood at that 
time that he attended meetings in Kansas City. It was the belief of 
‘Mr. LASKIE in October, 1941, that subject could be spgeae need to carry 
‘on Communistic activities in a most seditious nature. 


Subject's actions and activities have been noticed ever since he moved 
into the vicinity of Bucyrus about five years prior to 1941, according to 
LASKIE. In October, 1941, subject owned and operated a dairy located az 
miles west and 3% miles south of Bucyrus, and delivered milk to homes in 
Hanses City, Kansas, and neneoS City, Missourie 


On 8-20-40 Mr. M.- JACOBSON, of 4636 Bell, Kansas City, Missouri, advised 
that 0. W. JOHNSON of Bucyrus, Kansas, an American who operated the Maple 
Leaf Dairy, was in his opinion a Communist. He further stated that : 
subject used to write letters apparently of this type indicating his be= 
liefs in the People's Column in the Kansas City Journal. This, according 
to JACOBSON, had taken place prior to 1940, and at the time Mr. JACOBSON 
made this information available it had been eEsce man nyed: He had no 
further information regarding O. W. JOHNSON. 


In December, 1941, OTTO: MURPHY of the Independent Dairy Co., formerly . 
Health Department Inspector, who first became acquainted with subject 
about 1920, advised that JOHNSON for seven or eight years prior to 1941 
delivered milk into Kansas City, Kansas and Missouri for the Maple Leaf 


‘Dairy. MURPHY stated that subject carried a gun and ammunition, in his 


milk truck; that he seemed to be of a rather violent nature; and that he 
had expressed Communistic tendencies many times. Further, he said that 
JOHNSON advocatesthe overthrow of the Government by force, if necessary. 


a 


f 
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MURPHY further stated that it was his opinion that subject is a fanatic 
along economic lines, and he: described the subject as being a "nut". 
Mr. DONALD PORTER, manager of the Kansas City Bottle Exchange, advised 
in December, 1941, that subject is well read on Russia, Russian methods 
of Government, and the Russian economic set-up. He stated that he knew. 
subject carried a gun, and that subject had expressed himself as saying 
no one would be able to bother him. .According to PORTER, JOHNSON did 
not define what he was protecting himself frome He also related that 
subject seemed to be a fanatic. 


The following investigation was conducted by the writer: 
At Spring Hill, Kansas 


Mr. J. E..GAY, postmaster, advised that it was generally rumored in the 
vicinity of Spring Hill and Bucyrus that during World War II subject on 
one occasion flew a red flag at his residence. He related that he did 
not recall any specific date and had only received the information from 
' others whom he could not identify at this time. He also mentioned that 
subject at the present time is circulating a petition and urging the 


a 


ey, 

~ x election of Henry Wallace for Presidency. He mentioned that subject re« 
us es sided in the vicinity of Bucyrus for at least the past 10 or 12 years, 
x % with the exception of a short period of time during the war when JOHNSON 
_ en was employed by the North American Aviation Co. at Kansas City, Kansas. 
1s 4a : 

ee Mr. GAY was also of the opinion that during World War II he had heard 
Gy a from some source that subject was sympathetic to the German cause, but 


‘had no definite information along those linese He did not consider 
subject mentally unbalanced, but said that JOHNSON in some ways was pe= 
culiar, although he seemed to be well versed on Governmental issues and 
the world situation as a whole. This indicated to him that JOHNSON had 
above the average intelligence, although when expressing his opinions he 
leaves the impression that he is a fanatic on political and governmental 
topics. GAY could not recall subject receiving any mail from a foreign 
country, but did point out that he receives the "Daily Worker". As far 
as he knew subject did not belong to any organizations and was definitely © 
certain that he did not have a following in that community. He said 
the citizens in the area more or less put up with his rambling talk 
praising Russia, but he was not considered an individual who was danger=- 
ous, in his opinione Fo * 


Mh GF 
OFS 8 


a 
ay 


rs 
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Mr. GAY mentioned that subject's wife'smame is ELSIE, with whom he re= 
sides on approximately a 160 acre farm located between Bucyrus and 


- 
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Spring Hill. His records reflected that subject had two sons, ROBERT 
and EUGENE, but those two individuals are not residing with subject or 
his wife. Lit Oe ii jt xs a hf ; 


¢ 


Mr. GAY further advised that a check of the money orders’ sent from his 
post office for the past four years did not reveal any information of 
value, as the majority of the money orders were. sent to mercantile 
agencies and mail order houses. It was his opinion that JOHNSON was not 
a patriotic American, although from information that he had been able to 
ascertain in that community, subject was born in the United States. 


He advised that he knew subject had carried on various conversations in 
the barber shop of HAROLD: DEY at Spring Hill, and had numerous conversa- 
tions with FRED FILKINS, who presently operates a shoe shop in the 800 

block on Massachusetts Ave. in Lawrence, Kansas. This ‘shoe shop is lo= 


_ eated on the east side of the street and in a leather goods store. Further, 


Mr. GAY mentioned that FRED FILKINS formerly was a neighbor of subject 


_ when subject resided in Kansas City, Missouri, and formerly operated a 


shoe repair shop at Spring Hill and still resides in that communitye 


cewanis, eae mail carrier, advised that JOHNSON recently asked hin 
what he thought of Wallace. TINMONS said that he did not think. too mach 
of him, and subject then asked him whether he was a member of the American 
Legione He replied in the affirmative, and subject went on to state,: 


"The little fellows have to stick together and cooperate to beat the big 


fellow and put Wallace into office." JOHNSON also asked him how he felt 
about compulsory military training, and before he could reply, subject 

went on to orate to him his feelings and beliefs concerning compulsory 
military training. TIMMONS stated subject was definitely against 

military training and. rearmament. of the United States. JOHNSON was straight- 
forward in telling him too that he did not approve of the American Legion, 
and said something concerning the foreign governments' views on military 
training and organizations, but he could not recall what country was men~ 
tioned or the statement made by JOHNSON, as he was becoming disgusted with 
the conversation and desired to leave him. 


TIMMONS stated that subject receives the publication "In Fact". He has 

in the past had delivered magazines, but could not recall the name of any 
of them. He, could not furnish any information as to whether subject was 

a member of any organization, and at no time did he have any conversations 
with subject relative to JOHNSON'S pro-Russian viewpoints as had other 


_ individuals in that locality. He also mentioned that the entire area 


q 
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sauna Bucyrus had information that during the war subject was ale 
leged to-have flown a red flag. Inasmuch as he was away from that 
community between 1942 and 1945, he could not state whether this 

was definitely true or just a rumor. It was TIMMONS' opinion that 
subject is mentally sound, but a fanatic on Russia, He said that 
almost all the people in that community pay little or. no attention to 
his remarks, and subjeot appears to have no following. At the 

L's present time he mentioned that the only individuals on the JOHNSGT 

: farm are subject and his wife. 


He also recalled teen the past tia? has taken letters from JOHNSON 
to be mailed, and those letters were addressed to some of the known 
radio commentators and some of the newspaper writers. He could not 
recall Buy spect tte seas yeuat to whom subject has been writing. 


GLENN MELTON, owner of the Mobilgas Station, advised that the only 
conversation he had with mbject was concerning Henry Wallace. He 
said subject was campaigning for Wallace and tried to influence his 
thinking along those lines. He also advised that subject is a customer 
of his and never in his presence has he oriticized the U, S. Governe 
ment or spoken. in favor of Russia or any other foreign power. de said 
thet he had heard from various people in town and in that community 
that subject was pro-Russian, and that his sympathies were with the 
Communists, but he himself had no direct informatione@oncerning this. 
He also heard the rumor concerning the red flag alleged to have been 
flown by JOHNSON, but had no details concerning that. He suggested 
that one WALTER CRAWFORD, a farmer residing near the JOHNSON farm, be 
interviewed as he thought possibly CRAWFORD might have some firste 
hand information relative to subject. 


Mr. R.A. DUNMIRZ, Vice-President and Cashier, Spring Hill State Bank, 
advised that subjeot at one time did\a little business with that bank, | 
but at the present time has no account. He said that he has heard 
from numerous individuals concerning subject's pro-Russian attitude. 
These conversations he mentioned were almost always one-sided, with 
subject doing the majority of the talking. In numerous cases he said . 
individuals to whom subject addressed his remarks became angry and ale 
most wound up in a fight. He said that subject desires to make himself 
appear an authority on government issues, and apparently does quite a 
bit of reading, because he has heard JOHNSON make quotes to other ~ 
individuals. DUNMIRE said that he has had little or no conversations 
with JOHNSON, and the conversatious that he did have with him were of 
@ business nature and did not involve any current topics or governmental 
issues. He further advised that he was positive subject had no associates 
or following in that community, as most of the individuals put up with 
him temporarily and then disregarded the remarks made by him. 
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According to Mr. DUNMIRE, the subject's wife some six or seven years ago 
had a very poor reputation in that community. He said the entire com- 
munity gossipéd about Mrs.. JOHNSON'S activities with various men in that 
communitye He: pointed out that from individuals with whom hé had con- 
versed he ascertained that Mrs. JOHNSON'S morals were’ very poor. 


He suggested that JOHN LASKIR, Legionnaire, formerly of Bucyrus, 


and presently employed in the State Income Tax Department at Topeka, 
Kansas, should be interviewed. -He also Suggested that S. H. WINKLER, a 
farmer residing in the vicinity of the JOHNSON farm, as well as ARCH 

HOOK, poultry and egg dealer, resided at Bucyrus and should be interviewed. 


_ Mr. DUNMIRE stated that subject at the present time is operating his 


farm and is not engaged in any dairying activities. He also advised that 
subject in the past used to write to the editors expressing his views on 

current topics, but he has not seen any articles appear in a newspaper 

at Kansas City, Missouri under subject's name or initials for quite some 

time. These, he said,usually appeared in the column "The Reader's Mind". 


LEONARD DAWSON, proprietor of a grocery store, advised that from about 

1937 to about 1945 he operated a Star Route at Bucyrus and Spring Hill, 

and although he had numerous conversations with subject he could not re=- 
call any definite statements or opinions expressed by him. He did, however, 
remember that all the statements made were pro-Russian. In fact, he 

said that JOHNSON appeared to be a fanatic on that subject, and at one time 
wanted to show him a magazine, but he could not recall the name of that 
magazine. He further related that on one occasion during the war he re- 
called that subject told him that the Russians would never crack and would 
come out of the war triumphant. He said this was about the.time that 
Germany was making progress in Russian territory. DUNMIRE pointed out. 
that subject, in his opinion, appeared to be "a soap box orator" who liked 
to impress the people in tht community with the fact that he reads con- 
siderable literature, and therefore has the current topics well in mind. 

He did not consider subject dangerous to the community, nor did he believe 
that subject had a following. To the best of his knowledge subject re-. 
ceived most of his information pertaining to Russia from magazines or 


' books, and not from attending organizational meetings. He did point out, 


however, that subject in his opinion was the type of individual who was so 
bound up in his pro-Russian attitude that he would be the type of individual 
who could be led easily or influenced by any subversive group. 


Relative to Mrs. JOHNSON, he also pointed out the poor reputation that 
she maintained in that community some five to seven years ago, but to the 
best of his knowledge she did not take part in any conversations with other 
individuals in the community nor did she express any opinions such: as 
subject does on Russia. , 
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Mr. DAWSON suggested that BILL MELTON, manager of the Blacker Lumber Co. 
at Bucyrus, be. contacted as he understood that subject had numerous 
arguments with MELTON. ©. 


At Bucyrus, Kansas 


Mrs. FRANCES 2.:.WOLF, postmaster, advised after checking her money order 
records, that on 11-13-47 Money Order #46481 in the amount of $2.50 was 
mailed by Mrs. C. W. JOHNSON, Route 2, to the publication "1n Fact", 280 
Lafayette Street, New York City. She -.said that the JOHNSON family re~ 
ceived their mail through the Spring Hill post office, although occasionally 
Mrs. JOHNSON Sécures a money order from that post office. She said that 

from time to time she hears.of individuals in town who become involved in 
an argument with subject because of his pro-Russian statements and attitude, 
but that she herself has never had any discussion with him. She said Mrse 
JOHNSON was very quiet and never engaged in any conversations pertaining 

% ; to this country or to Russia. She pointed out that subject had one son, 
ROBERT, who was in the Army during World War II, and she was of the 
opinion“he had two or three daughters, none of whom were living at homeo 
She suggested that Mr. JESS D. CAMP, a reliable farmer at Bucyrus, be 
contacted ashe resides in the vicinity of the JOHNSON farm. 


Mr. JOHN ROMAN,. Superintendent of Schools, was contacted but could not 
furnish any information pertaining to subjecte 


Mr. CARL‘ WOLF, Asst. Manager, Blocker Grain Go., advised that subject — 
had resided in that community for“the past 12 years or so, and over that 
span of years he has always known JOHNSON to be pro-Russian. Before World 
War II he recalled JOHNSON telling him that the Russians had better living 
conditions than the Americans. He pointed out that anybody who wanted to 
could converse with subject, and he did not hesitate in expressing his 
pro-Russian viewpoints. He pointed out that around the past Christmas 
subject mentioned to him that his children were going to be at his farm 
for Christmas dinner. However, instead of stating it just in that fom, 
subject told him that there would be a group of Communists on his farm 
‘for Christmas dinner. It was his opinion that subject stated this infor= 
mation in that manner because he had previously become involved in an ar~ 
- gument with JOHNSON over subject's campaigning for Wallace. He said there 
was no doubt in his mind that subject was a'lover of Russia", but did not 
believe subject advocated the overthrow of this country by force or vio- 
lence. He got the impression that JOHNSON wanted the Russian type of . 
government in this country and is continually talking about the big 
financiers and the big money men-ruling or controlling everything in the 
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United States. From time to time he recalls subject quoting some 
statement that he read in a book or magazine, and mentioning the name 
of the individual who wrote the article, but those names were not 
familiar to him end he made no note of them. “He said generally he, 
as well as other members in the community, consider subject harmless 
and "just put up with him". : 


Mr. WOLF said when he had the argument with him at Christmas, he was_ 
about ready to throw JOHNSON out of the store, but he did recall subject 

i stating that "he'd never see the light if he didn't read or take into 
account some other opinions other than what he reads in the newspapers." 
Never in his presence did subject mention that he was a member of any 

- organization, and as far as he knew no one had ever told him that sub-, 
ject had attended any meetings in Kansas City or elsewhere which involved 
the Communist Partye — ae 


DURAH W.-WATTS, former Commander of the John P. Hand American Légion 
Post, at Louisburg, Kansas, and presently Deputy Sheriff out of Paola, 
Kansas, advised that he at one time worked at a filling station at Bucyrus 
: and has lived in that’ community for a great number of years.» He said that 
~ JOHNSON wovld enter into a conversation with him at any time regarding 
- the Russian form of government and would go into detail explaining the 
conveniences in Russia together with details, pointing out that their 
Government is better than the U. S. Government. Along these lines subject 
told him that in Russia everybody has a nice modern and well equipped home 
ie with plenty to eat, and everyone is on an equal plane, with no worries. 
4 This statement was made. to him about six months ago, and when other con= 
versation was engaged in at Bucyrus. 


WATTS previously and at that time asked subject why he did not go to 

Russia to live if he loved that country as he says he does, and subject 

told him that he had no desire tc go to Russia, stating that the United 
States was a fine country, but what this country needed was the Russian 

type of government over here. He pointed out that subject does not be- 
Lieve most of the information set forth in the American Press, and claims 
that the Russian papers, as well as Communist literature, is more authentico 
There was no doubt in his mind that JOHNSON was well advised on the Russian 
Government as well as the Communist policies, as he appeared to read that 
type of literature almost exclusively. This pro-Russian attitude of sub- 

| ject, according to WATTS, has been existent for at least ten yearse He | 

: understood that when subject's children were younger, they took some -Com— 
munist literature into the Bucyrus School at one time. During the past 10 
yedrs he mentioned he had numerous argunents with JOHNSON, and takes a 

- g@elight in taking the opposite viewpoint of subject to get him into a 
heated argumente _ 
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About 1934 or 1935, when subject had a milk route, he had some sort of in~ 
signia on his truck, and JOHNSON pointed out that the insignia was an insige 
nia of the Technocrats. JOHNSON at that time said that he was a member of 
that organization, and.had in fact invited him to some of their meetings. 
To the best of his knowledge subject had not become a member of the 
Communist Party and does not speak of the Communist Party when reiterating 
his pro~Russian remarks. He did point out that subject is a great ad= 
mirer of Stalin and during World War II recalled subject saying that Stalin 
could get to the Germans any time he wanted. This statement was made about 
the time Germany was.overrunning the Russian territory. To the best of 
“his knowledge subject had never made any visits to Russia and has not gone 
out of town to any’ pro=Russian meetings. During one Fourth of July during 
the last war he said individuals in the area of Bucyrus had mentioned that 
subject flew a red flag at his residence instead of an American flag. He 
thought that perhaps R. R. CRAWFORD, residing in the rear of the post 
of fice, could furnish some information regarding this incidento 


WATTS pointed out that generally speaking subject is not critical of Con- 
gress, of the President, or the unions. He said in his opinion subject 
has a “one track mind", and when reading literature tries to adapt his read- 
ing material to his prsdusien thinking. Subject in no way-is discreet in 
his cmversations and will discuss Russia with anyone. WATTS thought that 
JOHNSON was not dangerous to the community, but was the type of individual 
who would be easily persuaded by individuals sympathetic to Russia in the 
event this country got into war with Russia. He considered subject men= 
tally sound but a fanatic on Russia or Staline He has no following in the 
community as far as he knew anc the individuals generally put up with his 
conversation for a matter of minutes, and then either argue with him or 
_walkaway from hime 


WATTS said that Mrs. JOHNSON did not maintain a good reputation in the 
community, but he did want to point out that she does not engage in any © 
of the conversations with individuals in the community such as does the 
subject. His two sons are not residing at home, and as far as he could 
recall they were not of the type to voice their opinions. WATTS could 
not recall subject at any time advocating the overthrow of the U. 5. 
, Government by force or viclences — oe 


WATTS concluded by stating that subject's brother-in-law and sister, who 
reside in Kansas City, Missouri, do not associate with subject very much 
because of his pro-Russian attitude. 
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At Clathe, Kansas 


GLENN ABEL, Deputy Sheriff, advised that jhaydaess received no con-~ 
plaints regarding subject. It is to be noted in this regard. ‘that 
Spring Hill is in Johnson County, Kansas, and comes under the juris- 
diction of the sheriff's office at Olathe, but that Bucyrus is under 


_ the jurisdiction of the sheriff's office at Paola, Kansas. 


ERNIE MESSNER, proprietor of a clothing store, advised that he was not 


acquainted with subject. He suggested that KING DE TAR, proprietor of 
a filling station arid Commander of an Amrican Legion Post at Spring 
Hill, be contacted. 


Mr. F. E. BREINER, of the Oak Investment Co., advised that he was ac- 
quainted with subject, but that Mr. H. P. THOMAS. Vice-President of the 
First National Bank, formerly was a resident at Bucyrus,and | he thought 
he could furnish valuable information regarding subject. ae 


At-Kansas City, Missouri 


Mr. D. E. TROUTMAN, Clerk of the Superintendent's Office, Kansas City. 
Terminal Railroad, made available the files relative to OTIS JOHNSON, which 
reflected he was employed there’ from 8=3-08 to 9-28-20 as a firéman” And: 
engineer. On.the latter date he was dismissed for holding two jobs at the 
same time. In 1920 he and his wife operated a grocery store in Kansas 
City, Kansas, and this was objectionable from the railroad's point of views 


These files show that he was born 9-23-84 at Holliday, Kansas; that his wife 
is ELSIE A XIOHNSON; that his father was JOHN Hy LIOHNSON of Lenexa, Kansas, 
who in 1908 was living. His-mother at that time was deceased. Previous 
to being employed by the Kansas City Terminal Railroad-he-was working for 
the Missouri Pacific Railroad as a fireman from 7-8-07 to 7-25-08 There 
was no information in his file as to his loyalty to this country. 


Mr. 2. PENNINGTON, in charge of Sunday Desk Editorials, and Mr. H. 
HAGGERTY, in charge of the Reader's Mind Desk, both of the Kansas City 


_ Star newspaper, advised that they do not’ file any articles printed mr. 


coming from the public, nor do they keep any of the original letters sent 
to wen by citizens. 


The records of the Kansas City Star newspaper morgue were checked relative 
to subject, and they did not contain any articles written by subject to 
the newspaper. The files, however, did contain a news article entitled, 
"Fined on Milk Charge"; "0. W. Johnson accused of Sale of Unclean Products". 
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This article appeared under dateline of 12-18-44, ayid stated that 
JOHNSON, operator of the Maple Leaf Dairy, Bucyrus, Kansas, was fined 
$50.00 in the South Side Court after he had been found guilty of sell- 

P ing unclean, misbranded and improperly labeled mi@lk in Kansas City, 
Missouri. Lg 


The records of the Kansas City, Kansas Police/Department were negative 
as to OTIS W. JOHNSON. 


The records of the Kansas City, Missouri Pélice Department reflect that 
subject was arrested on 9-3=+26 for carelegs driving, and the case was 
dismissed the following day. < 


The: records of the Merchants Credit. Buyeau reflect that in November, 
1943, subject was employed by the Nor¥h American Aviation Co., and re- 
Sided at the Reid Hotel, Kansas City/ Missouri. His wife at that time 
was employed as a clerk at the Parkview Drug Store, 10th and Locust. 
There was no other pertinent inforpation in the files of the credit 
bureau. ; 


Conf idential Informant hose identity is known to the Bureau, 
advisédthat” OTIS W. JOHNSON was not a member of the Communist Party 
at Kansas City, Missouri. 


The following is a description of subject: 


Name : OTIS W. JOHNSON . 

Residence - Rt. 2, Spring Hill, Kans. 
Occupation > Farmer . + 

Marital status Married, wife, ELSIE JOHNSON 
Sex a Male = 
Color White . 

Born . ‘'9-23-84, Holliday, Kansas 
Height | ies Se © ten ate oye ae haat 
Weight 165-170 ie 

Byes - Brown = 
Hair Brown-grey, heavy eyebrows 


~PENDING- 
> * - 16 - 
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KC 100+1717 - LEADS 
THE LOS ANGEIES DIVISION 


_ AT INGLEWOOD, CALIFORNIA, will contact the Public Relations Dept. 
of the Noe American Aviation Co. and ascertain from their records and 
investigate any information relative to the subject, who was employed 
during 1943 at their plant at Kansas City, Mo. -Particular attention 
should be given as to subject! s background and expression of his 
loyal ty or cee loyat ty. to thts countrys 


THE KANSAS CITY DIVISION 


AT BUCYRUS, KANSAS, will interview the following individuals who 
are reported to be reliable ‘and in a position to furnish information 
regarding subject: 


‘WALTER CRAWFORD, Rt. 2 
’ ARCH HOOK, poultry and egg distributor 
S. H. WINKLER, farmer 
JESS D. CAMP, farmer 
R. R. CRAWFORD, residing in the rear of the post office 
BILL MELTON, manager, Blocker Lumber Co. 


AT SPRING HILL, KANSAS 


HAROLD DEY, barber 
KING DE TARR, filling station proprietor 


AT TOPEKA, KANSAS 


JOHN LASKIE, employed in the State Income Tax Bureau, comeny 
a resident of Bucyrus 


AT LAWRENCE, KANSAS 


FRED FILKENS, proprietor of the shoe repair shop located on the 
east side of the street in the 800 block on Massachusetts Ave. 


This shoe repair shop is located in a leather goods store. -FILKENS, 


a resident of Bucyrus, was formerly a neighbor of subject in 
Kansas City, Missouri. 


AT PAOLA, KANSAS, will make a check of the sheriff's office to as 


certain if subject has a record with that department or if any complaints 


have been received relative to subject's loyalty or disloyalty. 
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ae “FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
es sues sasneetd 5 KANSAS. CIty | : KC. FILE NO. 100-1717 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 


KANSAS CITY 6-14-48 ead 6s 10- 8, CLARENCE M. KELLEY mf 


TITLE FeHARACTER OF CASE 


OTIS W. JOHNSON, wa. | cB _ |INTERNAL SECURITY - C ob 
; Ae a oe ost cy! ea pone amy 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Acquaintances advise subject spoke very 
- gtrongly in favor of the Communist form of 
Govt. and advised that he had been to KCMO 
on one occasion attending a Communist meet- 
ing. Said Russia was the ideal place to live, — 
and everything was wrong with the Govt. in 
this country. When asked why he did not re- 
turn to Russia, if he liked it so much, JOHNSON 
‘reportedly stated that he was an American and 
that they would have to bring the Russian Govt. 
over here. About 1938 on Decoration Day re- 
ported te have flown a-red flag in his yard. 
Report made that subject is always saying 
that everything in the newspapers and on the 
radio is a bunch of lies. Advocates state’. 
ownership of property, according to a: former - 
neighbor; and sharing in- profits by everyone. 
Constantly referring to certain "great. zi 
writers", apparently of Communist philosophy. 
Overheard cursing President Truman and the. 
present administration, and’was also very 
critical of the Roosevelt Admn. Made state- 
ment that "his party" was behind Wallace 
- Cop : for President, describing him as the best man 
IES DESTROYED: in the field. 
44 0CT 25 1962 s ; 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA LYNN W. BEDFORD: 


At Topeka, Kansas 


JOHN LASKIE, employee of the Kansas State Income Tax Bureau, 
advised that he formerly resided at Bucyrus, Kansas for approxi- 
mately 15 years prior to April, 1941. He stated that during 

his residence at Bucyrus he was personally acquainted with the 
subject, OTIS W. JOHNSON. He commented that subject spoke very 
strongly in favor of the Communist movement in the United States, 
and Russia's form of government during his residence in Bucyrus. 
He stated ttt on a couple of occasions subject advised him that 

he had been to Kansas City, Missouri attending a Communist meeting. 


LASKIE stated he did not consider JOHNSON to be honest and that 

he would not trust him in case of an outbreak of war against the 

Soviet Union. LASKIE related that he knew of no associates, 

organizations, donations or literature that subject had or con- 
‘tributed to. He stated none of the other members of the JOHNSON 

family formerly residing at Bucyrus expressed the same Communistic 

beliefs. ; 


The following investigation was conducted by SA JOHN T,. REYNOLDS: 


At Paola, Kansas _ 


Sheriff JIM INGLE said he did not have a record on subject and 
did not know him. Deputy Sheriff FRED IVY said he knows subject 
and that a year ago he had to serve a delinquent tax warrant on * 
him. As he recalls subject started in talking at that time that 
the U. S. had no need for a big army, and that he was strongly an 
opposed to it. He does not recall Russia being mentioned, but 
that everyone around Bucyrus considers JOHNSON a Bolshevist; 
that they call him "Red" because of this. 


Undersheriff KENNETH COOK said the only complaint they .have had 
against subject was,.from Deputy Sheriff WATTS a few days ago, 

who wanted to know if something could not be done to shut JOHNSON 
up. He said WATTS claimed ‘the townspeople there were incensed 
over subject's statements. a 


Be ssa Siete 


At Bucyrus, Kansas * 


Mr. ROY R. CRAWFORD, who lives in back of the post office, said 
that he used to be a neighbor of subject's until about five ae | 
years ago. Subject used to tell him how Russia was the ideal 

place to live, and that everything was wrong with the Government: 

in this country. When he said this he asked subject why he didn't © 

go over to Russia if he liked it so much, and JOHNSON said that 


Oe 
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‘he was an American and that they would have to bring the Russian 
Government over here. About 1938 on Decoration Day-he flew a red 
flag in his yard. This flag was on a-stick,,. ‘appeared to bé plain 
-red and about a foot square. When he first moved there he under- 
stood that he attended "meetings" in Kansas City, but he doesn't 
believe he has for some..time since he hasn't had a car since he 
gave his milk route ‘to. Kansas City up some time ago, and just 
recently bought an old wreck of a car which pecbeb ty ‘would-not™ 
run very far. 


CRAWFORD advised that subject came here from near Martin city. 

He talked about having formerly worked on the railroad at Kansas | 
City. During the war -he-closed-his-: farm-and” he~ and his wife \ie 
worked at.a defense plant in-Kansas- City. "They, RAYE a son, GENE, 
‘who runs a dairy near Kansas City; a son, BOB iw. who: is in the army} 
and a son-in-law, JOHNXTERRY, who has a™ dairy," place u unknown. He ; 
said he doesn't have ahything to do with subject, so he knows’ ie: 
little about him in the past five years. 


: ALTER CRAWFORD, residing two miles west, two miles south, and 
one-fourth mile east of Bucyrus, advised that JOHNSON has talked 
what he calls "radical" and in favor of the Russian form of 

| government. He said he does not know.of' any specific statements 
|| that he has made, as he does not have anything to do with him 

| and will not listen to him, though he has heard around town that 
| JOHNSON is in favor of the Communist form of Government. 


Mr. JESS D. CAMP, residing one mile west and one mile south of 

ir Bucyrus, advised he has talked to subject ~-on.numerous occasions, 

[| but has told him whenever he starts talking about Russia that he 

\; doesn't want to hear about it, and if subject likes-Russia so 

| | - much, why doesn't he go over there. subject then always states 

; that he wants. to stay here and that we should have the Russian form 
_of government over here. He said that subject is narrow in his 

sphere of thinking and that he considers him harmless. He also 

considers him a smart and well posted, saying he reads continuously 

and has a number of "Russian" books at his house. He has not | 

made any trips and so far as he knows he never has any visitors. 

None of the people in the area will have anything to do with him, 

but he thinks that if he did have any visitors they will all know | 

about. it. 


Mr. ARCH HOOK, 4 mile south and 4 mile west of Bucyrus, advised ; 
that he passes JOHNSON's farm on his egg route three times a | 
week and that subject is always out working hard in his fields. 
He said that he will not listen to the talk that JOHNSON puts 

out about ‘what a wonderful country Russia is and that he has told 

him to go over there if he likes it so much. He said he is : 

o probably slightly crazy and he considers him perfectly harmless. 
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Mr. WILLIAM MELTON, Blakers Lumber Co., advised he has seen sub- 
ject on numerous occasions since he trades with him. He never 
hesitates to get into an argument with subject, and subject 

never hesitates to say that he is a Communist, although he has 
never heard him say that he is'a member of the Communist Party. 

He came to Bucyrus about 1932 from near Martin City. He claimed 
to have previously worked as a fireman for the Santa Fe at 
Kansas City, and then ran a dairy farm at Martin City. At Bucyrus 
he had a dairy route to Kansas City, but it did not pay and he 
evidently did too much talking to his customers. During the war 
he closed his farm and went to Kansas City where he and his wife 
worked in the Pratt & Whitney Plant and lived at the Milner Hotel. 
' He has a son, GENE, who works in a dairy near Kansas City, a. son, - 
BOB, who was in the army and a son-in-law who runs a dairy at 
Wichita. Last Christmas he invited him to comé out to Christmas 
dinner and said that he was going to have 27 members of his. © 
family there, all Communists. MELTON told him that he would be 
glad to come if he got rid of the Communists. 


About Decoration Day, 1938, he flew "The Red Flag" at his home, 

but the Legion from Louisburg, Kansas came over and made him take 

it down. The following year he did the same thing again, and 

_ the Legion from Paola, Kansas made him take it. down. He did not 

see the flag, but said his helper, LEONARD. WHITAKER, did. He does 
not have any visitors that he knows of and said he feels he has 

not made any trips since he gave up the milk route, because he 

has not had a car until recently and the car ‘he has is an old wreck. 
He has no relatives in Russia that he knows of, and said that if he 
sends any mail there, he would not mail it himself but would prob- 
ably send-it to one of his sons to mail. However, he said he is 
not in any position to obtain any vital information but would prob- 
ably write, if he does, that conditions are not as portrayed on 

the radio, in the newspaper, etc., which is all public knowledge. 

He mentioned this, he. said, -because subject is always saying 

that everything in the newspapers and on the radio is a bunch of lies. 


LEONARD WHITAKER, employee of Blaker Lumber Co. said he did some 
work for subject about 1938, and on Decoration Day JOHNSON had a 
red flag on a stick in his yard, which the Legion at Louisburg - 
made him take down. He said he hadn't paid any attention to the 


flag since he thought it was just a danger marker. As he recalls, the 


flag was just a plain red flag about a foot square. Subject used to 


do a lot of reading and would shut himself up in his den for long per- 


iods of time. He would see his light go out about 1:00 a.m. and 
later come on. JOHNSON would say that he had been laying there 
thinking and had gotten up to read some more on the subject of his 
thoughts. He used to tell him what a wonderful country Russia 
was, but he did not pay muck attention to him. 


eae : 
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Mr. S. H. WINKLER, residing one mile east and one mile south of- 
Bucyrus, stated that subject is known around Bucyrus as "Red" 
in view of his Pro Russian attitude. He said that just once 
subject started to tell him what a Utopia Russia is, but he stopped 
him right away and told him he didn’t want to hear any of his 
talk. When subject first came to Bucyrus he made inquiries about 
the school and the religion that might be taught there. He said 
that he didn't want his"kids"taught any religion; that he 

- could handle that angle at home.: He never attended mvies and 
his wife once remarked to Mrs. WINKLER that she wished she could 
get him to take her to the movies at Spring Hill, but he just 
wanted to stay home and read. They said they consider him harmless 
and just a big talker. . 


The following investigation was conducted by the writer: 


At Lawrence, Kansas | 


. Mr. FRED FILKINS, 8138 Massachusetts, operates the Blue Ribbon 
Shoe Shop, 820 Massachusetts. He said he first met subject during 
World War I, when he resided next door to him in Kansas City, 
Kansas at 2817 Cissnia Street. He said they lived there about 
one year. According to FILKINS, at that time subject was more of 
a Socialist than a Communist. He said he advocated state owner- 
ship of property and more of a sharing in the profits of various 
industries. He said he does not recall specifically any other — j 
attitude he displayed at that time, but he seemed to be DOr nenaeueentay 
minded.. 


FILKINS recalled that he next met subject when he moved to Spring 
Hill, Kansas, when he encountered him in a shoe shop Mr. FILKINS 

' owned there. He said that at first subject was rather mild in 
his statements, still advocating state amership of property and 
an increase in the share of profits. With continued acquaintance, 
‘-however, he became more free in his conversations, and according 
to FILKINS, displayed a definite pro Communistic attitude. He 
noted particularly that JOHNSON constantly referred to "Great 
Writers", whose names Mr. FILKINS could not recall, but remembered 
that they seemed to be those who wrote on Communistic philosophy. 
He said subject was constantly cursing President Truman and the 
present administration, and was also very critical of the Roosevelt 
Administration. He said that "His Party" was pulling for Wallace 
for President, and asked FILKINS to sign a petition promoting 
Wallace as a candidate for the presidency of the United States. 

He described Wallace as the best candidate in the field. He never 
said directly that "His Party" was the Communist Party, but he 
left this inference with Mr.. FILKINS through his statements. 


OUT me aloe o.2- PE, 
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According to FILKINS, he had never advocated the overthrow of 
the Government by force, but on frequent occasions sdidgthat 
there should be a change in the Government and that it should 
be soon. He gave FILKINS a number of pamphlets, all containing 
Communistic propaganda, all of which FILKINS immediately des- 
troyed and is unable at the present time to identify. He further 
informed FILKINS that the greatest. men in the world today were 
Russians, and named among them Stalin and Molotov. He said - 
that Russia did not want war, but that Capitalists in the United 
States were promoting a world wide conflagration and were 
branding the Russians in their ropaganda. He mentioned that 
JOHNSON uses the word "Fascists" frequently in dluding to 
enemies in his way of thinking, and seems to be quite insistent 
that his way of thinking is the only and correct way of life. 


According to FILKINS it was his opinion that JOHNSON would be 

a dangerous individual in the present situation if it ‘came to - 
a crisis inasmuch as he is so imbued with the Communistic way of 
thinking that he would do anything to promote its continuance. 


- PENDING - 
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a _ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
eee Kansas: City ‘FILE NO. Tre 


REPORT MADE AT 


LOS ANGELES 6-21-48 | yn5; 6-8-48 | PAUL We GIBBS 


DATE WHEN MADE | PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 


TITLE 


CHANGED *s Beton en Sa 
OTIS WILLIAI cuNson™ Saal SECURITY C 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Subject's personnel file at North American Aviation, Inc. 


reviewed and pertinent information set forth. No photograph 
of subject available. on 7 


se - RUC - 


“REFERENCE: Report of SA ROBERT F. FETZNER, Kansas City, March 31, 1948. 
: Kansas City memorandum to Los Angeles dated May 19, 1948. 


_ DETAILS: 


‘The title in this case is being marked changed to reflect the full 
name of the subject, OTIS WILLIAM JOHNSON, which was obtained from the records 
of North American Aviation, Inc., Inglewood, California. 


The personnel record of the subject at North American RN TSESOES Inc. 
reflects the following information: 


JOHNSON filed an application for employment with ‘North American Aviation, 
Inc., Kansas City, Missouri, on January 9, 1943 at which time his address was 
’ 2821 Cissna, Kansas City, Kansas. His wife was listed as ELSIE OHNSON and 


“p she was, ‘born in Kansas City, Kansas. The subuectss father was listed as JOHN. 
HARDENXJOHNSON and he was yor in Indiana. 


Subject's references were listed as: WALTERY OLSON, 45th and Bell Streets, 
Kaiigas City, Missouri and TWIN CITY BANK, 43rd and State Line, 


Kansas City, 
Missouri. 
COPIES DESTROYED a . 4 | r 
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Subject's application reflected that he owned his own home, had’ 


five children and the person to notify in case of accident was ELSIE A.’ JOHNSON. 


JOHNSON 'S draft board was listed as Local Draft Board #1, Wyandoree County, 202 
Kresge Blvd., Kansas City, Kansas. ; : 


JOHNSON was hired as a tool crib attendant at 60¢ per hour on January 
26, 1943 and he was terminated on April 9, 1945 at which time he was making 
$1.00 per hour. Subject signed an affidavit dated January 22, 1943 indicating 
that he was not a member of the Communist Party on the German-American Bund. 
Subject is eligible for rehire. 


The following is a description of the subject: 


Name OTIS WILLIAM JOHNSON 
Address. (last known) Route #2, Spring Hill, Kansas. 
‘Age 63, born Sept. 23, 1884, at Chantean, 1 Kansas. 
Race White | 
Height 5Y él eo 
Weight 140 lbs. ‘ly 
Hair Brown . LY 
Eyes Brown 
Scars and marks None 
Social Security No. 513-20-3001 
Wife ELSIE A. JOHNSON 
Brother — OMER JOHNSON 
2821 ‘cis ssna, Kansas City, Kansas” 
Son oTis M ocehoeH 


No aioeanith of subject was “avaiteble at North American Aviation, 
Inc. 


REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


a 
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Form No. 1 : 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT KANSAS CITY, MO. KC FILE NO. 100—1717 
ict REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE : ' PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 
; WHICH MADE : ; 
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI | 7-14-48 4-245 0-75. ROBERT F. FETZNER NL 
} TITLE @ ; 7 4 _ CHARACTER OF CASE } 
( - - OTIS WILLIAM JOHNSON, G 3 ; ci INTERNAL SECURITY -.C 
6 Otis WPohnson, 0. W. "Johnson. 
i # fj » \ 
\ ¥ . 
Va SYNOPSISOF FACTS: Subject wrote a letter to & REIER, Radio News Broadcaster 
A and Analyst: for the National SNH Company, Chicago, 


Ill., dated 3—-4-48 in which the subject criticized "The. Capital- 
ist Press and Radio", stating its thief functions were to promote 
vulgarity, vice, intemperance » and extreme use of the cigarette. 
In the letter he requested Mre DREIER to amend his reflections 
stating that his (JOHNSON) major source of accurate information 
is the "Daily Worker", "Labor", "CIO News"; two or ‘three > ~ 
Communist magazines, "In Fact, and two good books, "One 
Thousand Americans", "1-2-3 Infinity" from such office as _ 

EDGAR SNOW « 60-day Mail Gover reflects that JOHNSON received 
"The Worker", "In Fact" magazine » paper entitled "Weekly People", 
booklet entitled "Fighting For Liberty On The Homefront, as 
well as mail from the Viking Press, Inc. New York City. Mail Le 
cover also reflects subject wrote a letter DREY IERSON, radio * 
commentator, Washington, De Co on 3-24-48. 


as 
aa @ 
REFERENCE s Report of SA ROBERT F. FETZNER dated 3-31-48 at Kansas City. 
Report of SA CLARENCE M. KELIEY dated 6-14-48 at Kansas City. 
letter from Chicago to Kansas City dated 4-27-48. 


a 


x 


“ DETAIIS: C At Kansas cae Missouri - ae 


By ietier dated April 275 1948, the Chicago Office enclosed a 

COPIES DESTROYED letter » as well as the envelope received from Mr. ATEX DREIER, 

44007 25 1962 radio news broadcaster and analyst:for the National Broadcasting 
Company, 205 West Wacker Drive, Chicago, Illinois, that he had received 
from Mr. OTIS me en of Route 2, Spring Hill, Kansas. 


sa AGENT 
: IN,CHARGE 


Br/oos3 39, 3 
COPIES OF THIS ae “eigy og ae Pied 


APPROVED AND 


FORWARDED... ffZa4 DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


< 


Bureau == = a INDEXED - 125 
G eae ene” ss 3 17 JUL 19 1948 a 
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y RY 
U. 8, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFIC 7—2034 & 
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The following is the letter received by Mr. ALEX DREIER from 
The letter is being set’ forth as follows and 


"An open letter. R.#2, Spring?Hill, Kansas 
March 4, 1948. 


"Mr. Alex Dreier: 


"Dear Alec; 


"Your reflections on press and radio as information to 
the people must in many ways be amended. My main sources of 
accurate information is The Daily Worker, "Labor", C.I.0. news, 
two or three communist magazines, "In Fact" and two good books 
monthly as "1000 Americans, 1-2-3 Infinity and I read such 
authors as Edgar Snowe 


"And all of those Soviet writers simply slay me with 
their wit, satire and sarcasm. For instance Ehrenburg said 
"Americans carry an atom bomb in one pocket and an easter 
egg in the other", He out Voltaires Voltaire.’ No doubt 
The Flame of France would admire that one. : 


ef "The capitalist press and radio's chief function in 
‘these piping times of peace is to promote vulgarity, vice, 
intemperance and promoting the prolific use of the cancer 
producing cigarette among the very young and foolish of our 
population. aoe 


"They are also strong defenders of the "Faith and of 
superstitions that in the light of science should have been 
relegated to the tombs and museums many years ago. 


"Radio and press have lifted the ancient art of mendica- 
tion from its lowly estate of church and friar to a high 
place of resplendent glory in human society. Her clutching 
fingers probe eagerly for dimes, pennies or pounds. They 


have brought the gambling racket from Monte Carlo to the 


humble hut of the lowly. 


"They are defenders and admirers of. Kings, Queens, 
aristocrats, reactionaries and the rich the world over. 
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"Had they the power they would happily restore the 
Tsar of Russia, even 1 bring Rasputin back for the amusement 
of the Tsarina. 


"Alex the fact is the mass of material comming over 
the radio stinks much worse than the little stinker you 
described this A.M. 


"My sole purpose in following either is to hear the 
howls of pain when the Soviet Union squeezes some of your 
slimy reactionary fascits friends. Believe me Alex; my 
soul soars, I gain the heights of happiness and delight © 
when I hear you and\Lowasell Bombast howl with pain over 
some new achievement of the U.S.S.R. that benefits hu- 
manity. 


We live under a social order where all are induced 
to fill the cup and to smoke the fragrent cigarette, both 
which constribute hearrly to tuberculosis, heart decease 
and cancer. We breathe poison air, live in filthy slums, 


eat devitslized and posoned food which are daily advertized.- 


by press and radio. But God bless each and everyone -~ 
we the victims can contribute our last dime to that sed- 
ucing appeal for the poor souls somewhat below the level 
of our own. 


"There are times when I doubt this Faust Devil Deal, 
even though it is surrounded by an atmosphere of profundity 
and respectability that could eminate only from God, Church, 
State and The American Medcial A,sociation. 

"Yours for Henry Wallace 


/s/ Otis W. Johnson, Farmer". 


at Olathe, Kansas 


HARREL P. THOMAS, Vice-President of the First National Bank, 
stated that eight years ago he was assistant cashier at the Spring Hill, 
Kansas bank, and although he was not acquainted personally with the subject, 
he stated that the subject's general reputation in the community was not 

. too good from a loyalty point of viewe 
period of time that the subject was very sympathetic toward the Russians, 


, 
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and respected their form of government. Mr. THOMAS advised that he had 
no first hand information from the subject and he had never heard that 
the subject had been a member of the Communist Parti. He also advised 
that in his opinion the-subject did not have any following in that 
community, and the residents of Spring Hill, Kansas apparently paid 
little attention to his form of conversation. 


At Bucyrus, Kansas 


FRANCES Z. WOLF, Postmistress, stated .that no mail had been 
. received at that post office or sent by the subject from that post office 
Since she was last’ contacted by the reporting agent. 


She also advised that she has not heard the subject mention any 
disparaging remarks against the United States government or in favor of 
the Communist or Russian form of government, since last contacted. 


At Spring Hill, Kansas 
a Mre KING DE TARR, proprietor of the filling station, stated that. | 
he was a member of the American Legion, and that he had heard from various 
customers that have come into his station, that the subject was pro-Russian 
in his thinking and conversation and that he was sympathetic to the Communist 
form of government. .He said he had no direct conversation with the subject 
that would indicate the subject's feelings or beliefs. He said-that from 
time to time the subject stopped at his filling station to purchase gasoline, 
but as yet they have not engaged in any conversation other than weather, 
and general topics of interest in the communi ty e : 


. Mr. DE TARR stated that subject in his opinion was not a leader 
or an organizer, and that he was definitely sure the subject had no followings 
or sympathizers in that community. He stated emphatically that it was his 
opinion that the subject's wife as well as grown children did not feel 
in the same manner as did the subject toward the United States government, 
nor did they favor the Russian or Communist form of government. 


Mr. DE TARR stated that the subject generally speaking did not 
bear too good a reputation in the community and that numerous years ago 
the subject's wife was known to have kept company with other male individuals 
in that community while still living and married to the subject. This 
apparently he mentioned was done with the knowledge of the subject, who 
apparently paid little or no attention to his wife's conducte ; 


Mrs. RAYMOND WAX, Rural Route, Spring Hill, Kansas, advised that 
she and her husband Lived in the near by community from 1934 to 1939 at 


: 23 nes : Sus Hs Ep Bite Se eet et: | ee, ee AS See ee 
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Bucyrus, Kansas. During that period of time she stated that their piece 
of property adjoined that of the subject's and as a result they saw him 
rather frequently. She considered the subject one of the rudest and 
meanest individuals that she had ever met. She said that at that time the 
subject operated a dairy and was in constant cover with the Kansas City, 
Missouri authorities for having unclean milk and nee using the proper 
labels to identify his milk. 


During the period from 1934 to 1935 she stated the subject 
read quite a number of books written or published by the Technocracy 
Organization and that she knew from the conversation of his wife that 
he would shut himself up in a room and read until the morning hours. 
She further stated that his wife told her that he received a number. of 
books from New York City dealing with the european situation and that 
subject became very enthused over some of the articles he read concerning 
the Russian government and the Communist form or view-pointe. Mrs. WAX 
also stated that the subject told her that during the first World War 
he was one of the instigator's of strikes in this part of the country. 
She also pointed out that in her opinion the subject was very narrow 
minded and after reading an article that pleased him he would attempt 
to adopt the suggestions in the article to conditions prevailing in 
this country. She also said that in her opinion he had no followings 
and that the people in the community more or less put up with his thinking 
and generally get fed up with him to the extent that ERY walk away from 
hin. 


HAROLD DEY, barber, stated that he had numerous conversations 
with the subject and that the subject would always attempt to change the 
social structure of this country. Mr. DEY pointed out that the only time 
he has conversation with the subject is when there is no other individual 
in.the barber shop. When others are in there he stated the subject does 
not converse on governmental policies but limits his conversation to talk 
of the general community. He considered the subject very well educated 
along the lines of liberalism and/his conversation he observed that the 
subject was sympathetic with the Russian form of government and the Communistic 
beliefs. He stated, however, the subject never asked-him to attend any 
meetings nor did he mention that he was a member of any organization in 
the surrounding community. He said that generally speaking the subject 
would attack a particular policy adopted by the government and then point 
out that the Russian government or the Communists:feel a certain way about 
it, and gives his opinion which generally would follow the Communist or 
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¢ 
Russian thinking. At no time cin his conversation with the subject, 
would the subject state that he would join in any attempt to overthrow 
the United States government, but generally likes /ikPer to others that i 
this country would be better off with the “ussian form of government 
than it is under the present Democratic form of governmente 


_ Mrs. JAMES E. GAY, Postmaster, made available the results of 
a 60 day mail cover placed on the mail coming or going from the subject. 
The results are being set forth as follows: _ 


Incoming Mail 


March 12, 1948 
Circular Letter Se Postal Card 
P. O. Box 1231 = From C. En HOHEENE 
Omaha 1, Nebe ie Stonewall," Oklae 
“March 13, 1948 | March 14, 1948 
The Worker War Cry | 
New York, N.Y. Labor, Washington, D. C. 
Kansas City, Kansan. - 
March 16, 1948 | March 18, 1948 
Circular Letter In Fact 
P. 0. Box 136, S,ation De, 280 Lafayette St., . 
New York 3, N.Y. New York 12, N.Y. 
March 19, 1948 | March 20, 1948 | 
! 
First Class . The Worker | 
Mrs. JCYRSERRY : New York, N.Y. | 
Merriam, “Kansas Mou 
March 21, 1948 March 23, 1948 
The Viking Press, Inc.,C.0.D. (Book) In Fact, Inc., 280 Lafayette Stes 
No. B9196, #3.27 .08 - $3 0356 GEORG: LDES, Editor 
Notation-When writing mention this VICTORYWEINGARTEN, A,sociate. 
No. 36886. 
| a 
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March 25, 1948 


Wallaces! Farmer & Iowa Homestead 
Des Moines, Iowa 


Marchh28, 1948 
First Class 


Mrs. ANTHO YES 
Richwood, Mo.’ 


Paper 


Weekly People (Send by Mrse ANTHONY 


HAYES, Richwood,- Moe). 
New York,N. Y. 

April 2, 1948 
Great Value Good Reading, 
The Viking, 

New York, N.Y. 

April 5, 1948 

In Fact 

New York, N.Y. 


April 10, 1948 
The Worker 
New York, New York 


April 18, 1948 
The Worker 

New York, New York 
April 20, 1948 


In Fact : 


. New York 12, New York 
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- March 27, 1948 


Se 


The Worker 
New York, N. Y. 


March 29, 1948 
Se ee 


First Clas 

Mrs. eeepc | OHNSON 
2521 Cissna ‘St. 
Kansas City, Kansas _ 


In Fact 
New York, N.Y. 


April. 4, 1948 


The’ Korker 
New York, N.Y. 


April 6, 1948 
P, Oo Box 1231 


 Qnmaha 1, Neb. 


April 13, 1948 

First Class Letter from 
SI LION 

Van Buren, Moe © 


April 19, 1948 


Suite 707, 114 East 32nd St., 


. New York 16, New York 


A Booklet - Fighting For Liberty 


,, on The Home Front,; fromA. Mo 


=a 
~ 


LLOWS, Hutchinson, Kansas, R¥3. 


Peer 
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April 25, 1948 


The Worker 
New York; New York 


May 2, 1948 


The Worker 
New York, New York 


March 10, 1948 . 


. First Cla 
Mre Ge WepACKLEY 
Portis, Kansas 


Mrs. JOHN TERRY 
‘Merriam, Kansas 


Mre DREW PIERSON 
Washington, D. Co 
Box 1662 


March 30, 1948 


‘First Class 

Mrs. OMAR M. JOHNSON 
2821 Cissna Ste 
Kansas City, Kansas 


Outgoing Mail 


In Fact ( 
New York, New York 


In Fact 

New York, New York 
From NEIL Co@KREECK, 
1901 Goodnigh, 
Pueblo, Coloe 

Mrs. OMAR MOXSOHNSON 


2821 Cissna 
Kansas City, Kansas 


March 24, 1948 


First Class 

The Viking Press 
18 East 48th St. 
New York, 17, N.Y. 


. Second Class 


In Fact, sent to 

Mrse L. MNPUTCAMP 
233, Pleasant St. 
Concord, New Hampshire 


Mrs, JOHN ‘TERRY 
Merriam,. Kansas 
Re #2 


Mr. JAMES E. GAY’ stated that he had not received any additional 
information regarding the sweet that he had not previously related 


to the writer. 


Docld:34364302 Page 37 


an 


Se 


KG 100-1717 


Inasmuch as the subject is not known to be a member of a. 
Communist Party, and that there is no indication he is engaged in any 
organizational work, this case.is being closed upon the authority of 
the Special Agent In Charge. 


CLOSED 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION | 


_4 FORM No. 1 “ i 


- THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT ~KANS AS G I?y ; FILE No. 100- DLT. 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN Dene FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY e b Cc 1 
KANSAS CITY, Me. [Zeer | tava HERBERT W. CHESHIRE / 


J TITLE “TG ' | CHARACTER OF CASE 


Oris WILLIAM JOHNSON, was. SECURITY MATTER - C 


t 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


i . A ; 
Subject resides at Spring Hill, Ks. where 
he operates a farm. Listed among subscribers. 
to The Daily Worker and The Worker 10/22/48 | 
and 10/12/49. Wrote.checks in the, amount of: 
$15.00 during March 1949 & $5.00 & $12.25 =... 
during @ct. 1949 payable to WARREN WILLIAM | 
BATTERSON, former organizer, District 32, CP, 3 
USA, Omaha, Nebraska. Reported to have made. “Po 
statement in April 1949 praising Russia and - . 
stated he would support Russia in case of ‘war 
in the United States.: Listed as a reference te 
on a Govt. form relating to security for ANNA’ i 
JENNY PENNEY, long-time CP member in KCMO. 1, 
Wrote letter to wife of Korean war. prisoner : 
3/19/51 expressing opposition to Korean Wart: 
and stated prisoners were receiving humane: - 
Unee ment from Chinese Communis ts. yt 
Which was addres sed by ARTHUR KAHN, CP ae 
Visited by JAY SAGE, WILLIAM BURNLEY & EDNA | 
PUMMILL, CP members, 6/26/51 & asked to, attend. 
American Peace Crusade Rally in Chicago 6/29/5135 
s Sub J. refused to attend or lend his automobile. 
to other delegates from KC traveling to. Chicago AR 
but agreed to help defray expenses of other: 
COPIES DESTROYED ‘delegates after they returned to Kansas Citys: 


44 0CT 28 Woe | - 
LAT) L pn f\ Ry = 
reine 7a (ere SPECIAL AGENT DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 
ms TN FIP E G2 | /é0-BS¥e7- 7 _| RECORDED 118 
= ; “a 5 : : a a j ; 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 


’ 


oO Bureau 


5 Kansas City. 


PROPERTY OF FBI—This Gontidennal: repy it and its contents are loaned to you by the FBI.and are not to be 
distributed: outside of agency to which loaned. - 


az U. S. GEVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—60637-1 


88aue 8 “tor, 
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DETAILS : * a yy ' 
| AT KANSAS CIty, MISSOURI. 


T-~1 of known reliability, advised that subject was 
listed among the subscribers to the Daily Worker, an East Coast 
Communist Publication, and to the Worker, Sunday edition of the 
Daily Worker on October 22, 1948. T-1 said subject was a sub-. 
scriber to The Daily Worker on October 12, 1949. : 


/ J.-2 of known réliability, advised that sub ject wrote 
a check in the amount of ee .0O during March 1949 and checks. in 
the amounts of $5.00 and $12.25 in October 1949 on the Bank ‘of 
Louisburg 5: Kansas, all-of which were made payable to WARREN 
WILLIAM; ‘BATTERS ON 24 Omaha , Nebraska. 


Pa 


T-3 a Aa, rh both of known reliability, have advised > 


32, 0f the Communist. ’Party,_ ‘USA until October 1950 and maintained 
headquarters for District 32 of the Communist Party, a at his’ 
home at 6010 S. 20th Avenue , Omaha, are D6 \ 


a on April 15, 1949, Mr. KENNETH WILLMAN, 7400 Wabash, 
Kansas City,’ ‘Missouri ; advised Special Agent.’ JAMES. - a, HILL, that 
he. was acquainted with subject./and. twopof his:: ‘sons, BUGENEand 

HNS ON. ‘HILLMAN, who was in he process . Or. moving-to 

- “6Q4H Gi sgow, Los Angeles; ‘California ‘at the: time, stated that 

' EUGENE JOHNSON, : 1715 Troup; Kansas_ City-; Kansas Was . his brother- 
in-law and that “hé=had-heard: ‘both/ subject. and-EUGENE, JOHNSON - 
talk frequently about: “the Communist. “Party and remarked: that, they 
attended Communist Party meetings.~ “HILEMAN= stated~ that fdér‘some 
time and. particularly in early 1949, subject and his son EUGENE 
praised Russia and stated that_if this country: ‘became involved in 
a war with Russia, the United’ States would be defeated. HILLMAN 


said they bdth. stated they would: do all they could to help Russia 


it 


| ar". HILLMAN stated ROBERT JOHNSON was a close- 
mouthed individual and the had never hear rg-ROBERT make any. open 
statements ey h as those -made by Subdecpsans EUGENE JOHNSON. 


“ eonducting security investigations, advised that in December 19 
an attempt was made to interview subject in connection with an. 
investigation of ANNA JENNY; PENNEY . T-5 stated that subject had 


been listed as a reference oh a Government form completed al 
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that WARREN WILLIAM BATTERS ON was District Organizer for.District 


Te 5 of known bate ee ace ee government ae. 
9 


t 
| 
| 
! 


a” 


; KC 100-1717. | ; 


i 


_ ANNA JENNY PENNEY. T-5 advised however, that in attempting to 
interview subject, as soon as the purpose of his visit was made a 
known, subject, using an oath, called T-5 a "Government stooge" 

and stated he would tell T-5 nothing. 


i 


According to T-6 of known reliability, ANNA JENNY 
Nis Ee has been.a long-time Pee ee of the Communist Party 
ii Kansas City, Missourt. ; 


Cn March 21, 1951, Mrs. CHARLES Sake T7418 
Jefferdon, Kansas City, Missouri, furnished Special Agent FRANCIS ~ 
M. FAWCETT a letter postmarked March 19, 1951, Spring Hill, Kansas 
received from Mr... and Mrs. OTIS Ws HNS.ON.,-Route~.2 Spring Hill, 
Kansas. Mrs. GILL stated the writer of-this letter had learned. 
~ through newspaper clippings that her husband, Lt. CHARLES- GILL, | 
ist Cavalry Division, was ‘peported missing in Korea on November 


2, 1950. Chis Welohnson 


The. letter signed by Mr. and Mrs. OTIS W. JOHNSON 

‘assured: Mrs. GILL that her husband would receive humane treat- 
ment as.a prisoner of the Chinese Communists and contained the 
following statements: , 

‘ . : , ! 

: "These minions of Wall St. have lied ina : 
coarse and cruel manner to people who have loved ones i 
in Korea. ‘These lies consist of playing up the atrocity 
stories of what happens to’ P.O We taken by the Chinese. 


"Through many years. Or close study and. ; a 
relationships with the Communist-..party of China and — . 
their great and humane leaders we can add our assurance | 
that your husband will receive humane treatment enon : 

the Chinese government . : 


: "Tt 48 not patriotism to uphold the brutal 
and barbarous acts committed upon the Korean people, . 
directed by a greedy group of Wall poh ran bankers. 


"It is to be seen if the American escnie don't 
stop this bloody conflict many millions of American r 
youth will be sacrificed to this god of war that MacArthur 
worships and his mad attempt to bring Asia back as servile 
slaves to our wate St. dominated government . o 
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"Tf we can be of any future service to you Seg 
we will help any way we can. 


"Yours Truly," 
SS a f87 "Mr « & Mrs. Otis W. Johnson" 


T- va of known reliability, has advised concerni g a 
meeting of the Kansas City Peace Committee held at .1 West Linwood, 
Kansas City, Missouri on May 29, 1951. T-7 said subject wa 

' present at this meeting with one of, his sons, believed.to be . 

EUGENE JOHNSON, 1715 Troup, Kansas City, Kansas. T-7 said this 

’ meeting. was addressed by ARTHUR B. KAHN, whose. speech: was an| at- 
‘tack on American foreign olicy vey Europe. 


p- 8 of known reliability, has wavieea the Kansag City 
_ Peace Committee is an filiate of the American Peace Crusadel. 
According to T-9 of wn reliability, the American Peace Cru ade 
was Organized by FREDWRINE, Secretary of the Public Affairs Depant- 
ment, Communist Party USA, who instructed that “hundreds of peace 
te? ‘Conmittees be organized throughout the CONNEES 


. -. P10 of known reliability, has advised that- ARTHUR 
Deon is a member of the Communist Party. 
be semen] recengeee 


T-8 also advised that at a meeting oe the Kansas ity 
. Peace Committee on June 26, 1951 at 601 Osage, Kansas City, Kansas, 
discussion was held:as to how to raise: money and provide transplorta- 
tion for delegates from the Kansas ity Peace. Committee to the | - , 
American Peace Crusade Rally in Chj gago on June 29, 1951. T-8 a 
said that following the meeting JAYSAGE, who has been active i 27 
the Kansas City Peace Committee . according to T-8, decided to | { 
drive to Spring Hill, Kansas to talk with subject. 7-8 said - 
SAGE indicated that Sub ject was planning to attend the Chicago Lo is 
meeting.of the American Peace Crusade Rally and to driye RES own 
Gar there. T-8 said. that SAGE -took EDNASQUMMILL, les ARTHUR. 


-SSPUMMILL, and WILLIAM ‘BURNLEY. with him to subject's home. EDNA a : 
PUMMILL and her husband ARTHUR, 5915 Elmwood, Kansas City, Missouri 
were active members of the Communist Party, in Kansas City, Missouri 
in 1943/#7 according t €o0 T-6. T-6 has also advised that WILLIAM | 

~RBURNLEY is a Communist Farty_member in Kansas City, Missouri. 


cece aaa NT AIO OB ONE OMT ECO. 
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T-8 also advised that subject a 

among those present at a meeting on July 7, 
Lawrence, Kansas which had as its purpose th 
“a Peace Committee in Lawrence. According to 


. WILLIAM BURNLEY, previously described, and BEVERL 


‘daughter of ARTHUR AND EDNA PUMMILL, he 
also present 3 the same meeting. 


x 


a” (Se OSS ae) aS: 


FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 

Ad his on EUGENE were 
1951 at] 1247 ‘Ohio, 

e organization of 

M6 Y SAGE and 

LAI MIMT LiL, as 
sly described, were 
i 
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ee a ee 


; The letter referred to in. this. report which was 
received from subject by Mrs. CHARLES GILL, 7418 Jefferson,. 
Kansas City, Missouri contained enclosed clippings from the 
March 7, 1951 edition of the National Guardian, Progressive | 
Party Newspaper. Among these clippings was one from Page 4 

“which contained excerpts from letters from American prisoners 

of war in Korea which excerpts were republished from the China 
Monthly Review. -One of the excerpts was from a letter purport- | 
edly written to Mrs. GILL from her capbured husband. a 


Portions of subject! 's letter to. Mrs. GILL not puetea 
in the investigative section of this report. include the Pirst two 
paragraphs which are as follows:. 


"R, #2, Spring Hill, Kansas 
March 18th 51. 


"Mes, Charles L. Gill: . 
Dear Madame: 7 ‘ v octi 


"We: take the Mapes of MeL ERS 3 you these 
Gir snee which you may value. 


- 


ip a a 


"My Gaurdian came one week late.” It was * 
well worn showing signs of being well read enroute. 
This March .7th issue contains much that is close to 
the hearts of many Americans like yourself, ones who 
don't get the truth through our kept press and radio." 


A postscript to the letter read as follows: 


"P.S. A sub. (subscription) to the ‘Gaurdian will keep you 
truthfully informed about many things. hey are in close 
touch and have the confidence of John Wvkeewell American . 


eg THO and publisher of the Shanghi, ‘China monthly Reviews 


"Mr. Powell is an American of outstanding | 
- integrity." ee . . / 


aint teehee ees 


a Chane el cohen 


MUNICATIONS INDUSTRY 
ohne. ie a en ee 
ah. -(EMPESCRED) No bowaviby 


eee 6 = ne 


aie 
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T~1 
set ou n New York letters dat 
and. December 8, 1949 captioned fF 
COMPANY, INC. - INTERNAL SECURAT 
T-~2 ARTHUR D. ANDERSBN , Cashier 


Bank, Qiaha, Nebraska, a cy 
the Omaha Office whose gore 8 
Omaha letters to Kansas 

November 10, 1949 capttof 


DISTRICT NO. 32, INTERNA 


3 
7-4 LC 
TA5 Mr, LLOYD ROSANDEW, nvestigator off/the Immigration 

and Naturalizatign Service, Kansas/fity, Missouri _ 
who attempted té/ interview subject/ while gathering ~ 

evidence for pgSsdble denaturalization of ANNA JENNY 
PENNEY, EY en had been listed 4 a reference by 


Mrs. PENNEY wher she originally: fifled out application 
_ for naturalszavion. . ; 


16 


Co a | siwndése information was furnished on May 30, 
| | TQS to Spécial Agent C. LAWRENCE RICE. 


) 


26,,-1951 by Special. 


T-8 - -| who was contacted Apri 
Aly 9, 1951 by Special 


gent ROBERT T. McIVER~™ and on 
Agent C. LAWRENCE RICE. 


~ ee 


T-10 Pho information is 
set forth in New York letter to Kansas City dated - 
May 21, 1951 and captioned "KANSAS CITY PEACE 
COMMITTEE , INTERNAL SECURITY - ae. 


mobs ' : ‘ - ‘ , = 
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Kansas City Division: | 
AT KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI. 


-Kansas. City Peace Committee. 


, / 


Will place 30-day mail cover on subject. 


Bent ies a a a 2 


REFERENCE: Report of SA ROBERT F. FETZNER dated 7/4/48 at 
Kansas City, Missouri captioned "OTIS WILLIAM 
JOHNSON, was. Otis W..Johnson, O. W. Johnson; 
INTERNAL SECURITY - Cc." . 


‘ 


\ , q : a 


Mos 
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Will follow and report. subject's activities in the 


fr (1-10-49) a 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION : 


’ THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT KAN SAS CITY 


REPORT MADE AT , DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 
MADE : 


ROPER NOS: <1 0021779 


REPORT MADE BY 


KANSAS CITY, MISSOURT | 9_2¢-51 Eas (373 9/7, | HERBERT W. CHESHIRE - 


j TITLE : CHARACTER OF CASE 
’ 1 


CHANGED | 
OTIS WILLIAM SoHNsoN > SECURITY MATTER ~ ¢ 


“te gna 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


ee Subject. continues to reside on Route 2, Spring Hill, i7 Ce 
o- 7 Kansas, where he -Operates a farm, Made payment on 
| Aprid-10;""1951,_ 


ee a 


ae 


3. 


mand to ° 


- Pe 


DETAILS: AT KANSAS CITY, MTSSoURT 
G@) The title of this report is being changed to delete names 
Otis W. Johnson and 0, We Johnson ‘as aliases,. 


Employment and Residence 
acer enete ea een eg, 


T-l,: of known reliability, advised subject continues to 
reside on Route 2, Spring Hill, Kansas, where he operates a farm, 


- Indications of Communistic Sympathies 
. et eran PATH LES 


T-2,.of known reliability, advised that on April lo, 1951, 

‘ ‘JOHNSON made a payment off $4.00 to the magazine New World Review. New 
World Review was formerly known as "Soviet Russia Today", which was Speennsitl™ 
cited as a Communist front publication by the House Committee on 


' 


+ 


44 QCT 25 i962 
APPROVED AND chy j eo SPECIAL AGENT ‘ : 
FORWARDED: £ x MAE ae N CHARGE bo NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


ON ee ——_| 2001 3572 3 = ROR =e 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT Me a | | } INDEXED . 95 


foe a | l a A . 
. : Cement Deis Ae : 
} 5}- Bureau. OCT NY 1 Ss | 
@- Chicago eg 12 2 1951 ¥ x. EX/8 i 
~ Kansas Cit : ‘ 
3 ansas City te? ee Fa acs 


PROPERTY OF FBI—This confidential report and its contents are loaned to 
; 7 distributed outside of agency to which loaned, 


U S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—60637--1 


, 
<7 ¢ 
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, as c = 
Un-American Activities in-its report No. 1953 on the Congress of 
; “Ame rican We Jlomen_.dated” April 23, 1950. / . F 


p-1 stated he has heard JOHNSON on Labia otis occasions. praise 
Communism and Russia,—T=I-stated-subject follows the Communist line 

by opposing ‘UnitedStates defense preparation and the Korean War, in 
attacking big business, ahd in calling any critical remark of Russia 
propaganda. T-1l said He heard JOHNSON on one occasion state, "If : 
we are ever foolish enougito become involved in a war with. Russia, - 
we will be beaten in two weekS",_T-1said JOHNSON calls himself ‘ 
a Communist, but T-l has never had any positive indication that 
JOHNSON is officially ‘connected with the Communist Party, T-1 
said he considers JOHNSON a fanatic on the subject of Communism 
because he becomes excited, shouts, and swings his arms in 
discussing Communism. T-1 said JOHNSON has a picture. of Stalin 

in hia home and also a large library of Corimunistic literature, 

He could not name any specific books which JOHNSON possesses but. 
said JOHNSON has told him they relate to- Communism, 


The ise Angeles Office: advised’ on August 22, 1951, that, G ( / 
, the files of North American Aviation in Los Ange les contain two 
rs reports ‘on the subject by PAUL V. BLAKE of the Plant Protection 
“Office dated April 23, 1943, and June 10, 1943. These reports 
‘stated JOHNSON held Communistic views while employed: by North 
American. Aviation in 1943 in Kansas City, Kansas. The files also. 
contain a report from Retail Credit Company, Kansas City, Missouri, 
which stated subject held Commuriistic views in 1943 and on one 
occasion displayed a Red flag. : : 
a ; -3; of known reliability, advised JOHNSON continues active ; ea 
in the “Kansas City Peace Committee.. According to T-3, -Kanisas City 
‘Peace Committee is an official affiliate of the American Peace 
Crusade. The American Peace Crusade, according to T-4, .of known 
reliability, was organized by FRED. FINE; Secretary of Public 
Affairs Department, Communist Party - U.S.A., who advised that 
hundreds of peace committees be formed throughout the country. 


T-3 said subject is also-interested in the Lawrence, Kansas, 
affiliate of the American Peace Crusade and attended a meeting of 
‘the Lawrence group on duly 6; 1951, at 1247 Ohio. .T-3 said at this _ 

. meeting the members of the Lawrence, group gave detailed ‘reports - 
regarding their trip tothe Chicago convention or, “the American a; 
. Peace Crusade, dune 29, 1951,._ Also | o present at this theeting, ames’ 
~according to T=3,-were- subject's “son; BU yy ae WELLIAM , ; 
BURNLEY,” _ JAYS SAB cS 


a 
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: Resarding wratatifornner, T=5,. ‘of known reliability, in 
July, 1942, described BURNLEY as active in Conmmunist Party 
activities in Kansas City, Missouri, distributing literature - 
at Communist meetings. T-6, of known. reliability, stated in 
September, 1950, that he had held numerous conversations with — 

‘BURNLEY over a ten year period and BURNLEY freely ddmitted . 
_ Communist Party membership and Supported the Communist - Party 


in.discussions, Tae ; 
7 j: 
. T~7, of known reliability, has identified JAY MAGE as 
a member of the Communist Party.. ‘ ) : 


_ ene 
T-8;" Of known reliability, advised” ‘that subject was present 
with his SOM, EUGENE JOHNSON,..at--a meeting of the Kansas City Peace 
Cominittee 6n- September 6, 1951, at’ One West Linwood, ‘Kansas City, 
Missouri. T-8 stated that the meeting was addressed by VICTOR _ 
=a, ERLO, author of "American Imperialism", who stated that, big z= 
usimess_was.driving.the.United States into war and who made a ma 
general criticism of the United States, defense preparation. ea 
‘The writer and SA C. LAWRENCE RICE observed..subject leaving t he 
meeting with: his son and ARCHIBALD RA MILLER” and pene away 
in BUGENE JOHNSON'S car. i 


T-9, of known reliability, has advised | ‘regarding ARCHIBALD 
RAY MILLER that MILLER-was~a.member_of a Communist Party. unit in 
Washington, De Ce, in 1938» and in 194i he “Pecans an organizer of 
the unit. 7, , 


, ' 
‘ 4 


‘ = PENDING - ay io. © Pa w | 
= 3 > . i 


ry co * 3 . s : 
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eee ; 

‘A thirty day mail cover placed on subject indicates that, 
he continues to. subséribe to the National Guardian, publication | 
of the Progressive Party, receiving issues on August 22, 1951, 
on August 29, 1951, and on September 5, 1951. On August 31, 
1951, subject received a third-class pamphlet from the U. 5.. 
Committee Against Militarization, 6329 South May, Gu cae? Als 
‘Tllinois. 


4 


IEADS = ss 


_ CHICAGO DIVISION 


At Chicago, Illinois. 


Will advise whether the U. S. Committee Against Militarization, 
6329 South May, Chicago 21, Tllinois, has any connection with the 
Communist “Party. 


KANSAS CITY DIVISION 


At Edgerton, Kansas. Kansas. 


WALL maintain contact ate LUTHER O, HILLMAN, pathorstaciaw 
of subject! S son, who stated he may be able to ascertain whether 
.OTIS WILLIAM JOHNSON possesses or ever possessed a Communist Party © 

membership card and how and to whom he pays membership dues. 


a, 


“At Kansas City, Missouri, 
Will report remaining results of the thirty day mail cover 
‘placed on subject. on Septe ember 5, 1951. 
INFORMANTS | | a e 4 ee: 
T-l is LUTHER 0. HILLMAN, of Bddertou, Kansas, father-in-law 


of subject's son, who was contacted September 14, 1951, by SA HERBERT 
W. CHESHIRE. Mr, HILIMAN asked -that his identity be kept confidential. 


T-2 is Mr, E. V, PURDUE, Cashier, Bank of Tbe soit, Louisburg, 


Kansas, who asked that his identity be kept confidential. Contacted 
or pucabe® 13, 1951, by SA HERBERT W. CHESHIRE. ~ 


— , ~ aE ae: eae settles Alone ey 
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eee information ) ii Washington’ Field 
Office, on December 21, 1950. r 7 e } 4 
‘4 
| 7 ! 
REFERENCE Oo / oe, 


Report of HERBERT W. CHESHIRE dated july 25, 1951, at 
Kansas ‘City, Missouri, captioned otis WILLIAM JOHNSON, was., 
Security Matter - es 


v ey ; f 
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To: DIRECTOR, FBI | "DATE: October 20, en 


a 


p FROM, if Jt ‘sac, ‘CHICAGO 
) U4 


@ yo 
suBjEer: OTIS WILLIAM JOHNSON see 
SECURITY MATTER =~ 
329 South 


Ss. Committee Against militarization, 
Illinois: : 


of known reliability, advised SA CHARLES BOLZ on| August 
23, 1950 that the purpose of the U. S. Committee Against|Militariza- oA 
tion, as reported in their news letter of June 1), 1950, ae 
promote demilitarization and international cooperation. 
further stated that this organization distributed anti“miTitarizen 9 


tion literature on all sorts of opinions. i. | 
RUC ° e = cog up 


JSRziw- ; 
100-2720 Ruy 


CC: Kansas City (100-1717) 


® | 
- ur ig 2. | 
8 a pon scye72~M 
. RECOWUEY ; ot 22 195% “e 
4 
2? 3 : 


MW 52981 Docld:34364362 Page 53 


